Leader Overview
Volume Overview
Expect the Unexpected
We all make plans—plans for where we’re going and what we want to do. But life is more often a story of unexpected interruptions. Our faith helps us to recognize God’s hand at work in unanticipated ways. By faith we learn to embrace life’s interruptions as the place God so often does miraculous things. We learn to respond with compassion and faith when things seem impossible.
Session Overview
Allow for Redirection
In this Live session, preschoolers will explore the powerful encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well. They will discover the truth that Jesus offered her eternal life and that He makes the same life-changing offer to them. They will have the opportunity to say yes to Jesus and to allow Him to write the story of their life.
Bible Lesson
A Woman’s Life Is Changed at a Well
John 4:5–30
Faith Fact
I will let Jesus write my story.
Faith Verse
Proverbs 3:5–6 (NLT)
Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.
Preparing for the Session
Leader Preparation Time: 20–25 Minutes
	You Will Need
Preservice Activities
	•	Toys
	•	Variety of books that can be sorted into groups (animal books, people books, coloring books, etc.)
	•	Special drink you can serve (punch from a punch bowl, hot chocolate with whipped cream, etc.) (Note: Make a simple punch by mixing sherbet and lemon-lime soda.)
	•	Crackers or cookies, one or two per kid
	•	Cups
Large Group
	•	Bible
	•	Worship songs (Song suggestions: “Your Love for Me” Lyric Video by North Point Kids; “Go Anywhere” Lyric Video by Rend Co. Kids; “Faithful” by Valley Creek Kids)
	•	For groups not using a phone or tablet only, add:
	•	Projector or TV
	•	Laptop
	•	Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing)
	•	Faith Fact Slide
	•	Faith Verse Slide
	•	Faith Verse Video
	•	Bible Lesson Video A
	•	Bible Lesson Video B
Small Group
	•	Small Group Group Connection Page, one per group
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
	•	Small buckets, one per group
	•	Small balls or paper wads, ten to fifteen per bucket
	•	Floor-safe tape
	•	Small Group Hands-On Learning Page, one per kid
	•	Scissors
	•	Card stock
	•	Quart-size zipper plastic bags, one per kid
To access session content and videos from a computer, visit: BibleEngagementProject.com/downloads


	Getting Ready
Preservice Activities
	•	Set out toys and snacks.
	•	Prepare the special drink.
Large Group
	•	Download videos and slides if needed.
	•	Select worship song(s) and have them ready to play.
Small Group
	•	Print the Small Group Group Connection Page.
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.
	•	Tape a line on the floor about five feet from the bucket.
	•	Print the Small Group Hands-On Learning Page on card stock, one per kid. (Two options are available: color and black/white.)
	•	Optional: Cut apart some or all of the pictures depending on the skills of your group. Put the pictures in a zipper bag for each kid.
First time leading Live for Preschool? Check out the Facilitator Guide.


Preservice Activities
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.
Bible Story Warm-Up
Today, we’ll hear a special story from this book. (Hold up a Bible.) Do you know what it is? (Group response) The Bible is God’s Word. It tells us how much Jesus loves us. It’s full of true stories that are amazing.
•	Point to the stack of books.
All of these books have stories and pictures in them. Let’s take a look and answer some questions.
Do you have a favorite book? What is it?
What kind of books do you see?
Which books are alike? Let’s put them into groups.
•	Help kids sort the books.
Today, we’ll learn that Jesus knows a lot about people, including us. He can even write a story about us. Did you know that? (Group response) I’m so excited to hear a story about Jesus with you today.
Snack
Special Drink and Crackers
In our Bible story today, Jesus was on a long trip. He was hot and tired. What do you think He needed right then? (Allow responses.) Right! He needed a drink. A woman came along, and Jesus asked her for a drink of water. Instead of her giving Jesus water, Jesus gave her something even more special. We’ll find out what it was later. I thought you should have something special to drink today.
•	Serve kids the special drink and snack.
•	Talk with kids about what’s going on in their life.
It’s fun to find out more about each one of you. Jesus talked with the woman in our Bible story. We have some pretty amazing things to learn today. If you’re excited to learn from the Bible, say, “Oh, yeah!” (Group response)
Free Play
Any extra time can be spent playing with toys.
Transition
A few minutes before service begins have kids make their way to the large group area and sit in their designated areas.

Large Group
25 Minutes
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.

Introduction
Hi, kids! I’m so happy to be here with you today. Turn to the friend next to you and say, “I’m glad you’re here!” (Group response) We’ll have so much fun exploring God’s Word together. (Hold up the Bible.)
Today, we’ll learn about a woman who met Jesus. He asked her for water to drink. Can you all pretend to take a drink of water with me? (Demonstrate.) Jesus turned things around and offered her something much better than water. What do you think that could be? (Allow responses.) I love those answers. Jesus offered the woman new life. That meant she could be forgiven for her past mistakes and start following Jesus.
Faith Fact
That’s something Jesus offers to all of us. Letting Jesus erase our sins and write the story of our life is the most important choice we can ever make. That’s our Faith Fact today. I will let Jesus write my story.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Let’s say our Faith Fact together. I will let Jesus write my story. Get out your pretend marker, and let’s move it in the air like we’re writing the best story ever. Your life story is so amazing because Jesus is writing it. Let’s say our Faith Fact again. I will let Jesus write my story. Now, let’s shout it! I will let Jesus write my story.

Bible Time
Great job! If you’re ready to learn from God’s Word, the Bible, shout, “Let’s go!” on the count of three. 1, 2, 3. Let’s go! (Group response) We have a special friend who’s ready to help us learn from the Bible. Let’s see what Lizzy is up to.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video A.

I’m glad we have some time to think about what happened next in the story. We’ll find out the answer to our clue a little later, but first, we get to worship Jesus.

Worship
We show our love to Jesus by learning about Him from the Bible. We also show our love to Jesus by telling Him. Let’s praise Jesus for all that He has done and will do for us!
Praise
Who wants to thank Jesus for His great love? Touch your toes down low. (Group response)
Are you happy Jesus is kind and good to us? Point to your cheeks and give your kindest smile. (Group response)
Are you glad Jesus forgives us for the wrong things we do? Do your very happiest moves. (Group response)
Sing
Let’s sing, and as we do, I want you to picture Jesus hearing your voice and feeling your love for Him.
•	Lead the kids in singing one or two songs. See song suggestions at the beginning of the session.
Prayer
I love worshipping with you kids. Let’s talk to Jesus and tell Him what we’re feeling.
	Dear Jesus, thank You for Your never-ending kindness for us. You look at us with love, and we always want to be close to You. You are so good to us. Amen.



Bible Time cont’d
•	Start Bible Lesson Video B and pause on the image of the two choices.
Grandpa and Lizzy will be back soon. Let’s think about the answer to what happens next. Time to put on our thinking caps (demonstrate). I think today’s question is hard. Did Jesus already know about the woman’s life? (Point to “thumbs up” graphic.) Or did Jesus ask her questions about her life? (Point to “thumbs down” graphic.)
If you think that yes, Jesus already knew about her life, show me two thumbs up. If you think no, Jesus had to ask her questions, show me two thumbs down. Ready?
•	Pause while kids respond.
Let’s find out if you’re right! Here are Lizzy and Grandpa.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video B.

Wow! Did you think that was a great Bible story? (Group response) I’m so glad Jesus loves us enough to want to write our stories. He cares about everything that happens to you and me. He wants to be close to us. He will forgive us for the wrong things we’ve done when we ask Him to.
Response Time
Play a worship song quietly.
Let’s respond to Jesus’ great love for us. Put your hands over your heart. Jesus loves you so much. He wants to clean your life for all the wrong things you’ve ever done. Will you say this prayer with me?
•	Have the kids repeat phrases of the prayer after you.
	Dear Jesus, thank You for Your great love. You went to the Cross so that You could forgive me for the wrong things I’ve done. I say yes to Your forgiveness. I say yes to Your love. Amen.


Faith Verse
Jesus can write great things in our stories when we follow the Bible. That’s what our Faith Verse says. Let’s say our Faith Verse and do the actions together.
Proverbs 3:5–6 (NLT)
Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.
•	Show the Faith Verse Video.

Closing
Who’s had a great time learning about Jesus’ great love and forgiveness today? (Group response) You worshipped Him so beautifully with your voices and your prayers. I’m so excited to see how Jesus is writing the stories of your lives. That’s the reason I want to be here with you. I want to help you see the amazing life story you can have with Jesus.
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing).

What does that sound mean? (Group response) It’s time for our Faith Fact: I will let Jesus write my story.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Let’s whisper it together. I will let Jesus write my story. Now, let’s shout the name of Jesus when we say it one more time. I will let Jesus write my story.
Dismissal to Small Groups
Great job! We have some really fun activities to do in your small groups. Let’s go there now!
•	Dismiss the kids by groups.
	
Leader Tip: This can be done by assigning color teams or by age groups. Note that some young preschoolers may not know their age. Using a colored sticker, jersey, or wristband will help separate the kids and help identify their small groups.











Small Group
25 Minutes
See supplies and prep instructions at beginning of session or in each activity below.
	
Leader Tip: Small groups can alternate to each circle, or all groups can do each activity at the same time. If you choose to alternate, you will need at least one leader per circle.



Circle 1
Group Connection
Story Starters
	You Will Need
	•	Small Group Group Connection Page, one per group
Getting Ready
	•	Print the Small Group Group Connection Page.



I love stories! Do any of you like to hear stories? (Group response) Perfect. How about helping to create stories? (Group response) It can be lots of fun to use our imagination to decide what’s going to happen next. I’ll start a story, and I need your help to finish it. If you have an idea for what should happen next, raise your hand, and I’ll let you help me keep the story going.
•	Point to one picture at a time. Ask kids what might be happening in the picture. Then begin the story:
	•	(Kids at park) On a hot, summer day, going to the park is so much fun. The best thing to do at the park is _____.
	•	(Baby and sister) Baby brothers and sisters can be so cute. Sometimes ______.
	•	(Puppy in backyard) Charlie loves to play in the backyard. He loves it when _______.
	•	(Boy opening gift) I love Christmas! Getting to open gifts is _______.
•	Be ready to help kids keep the story going if they get stuck.
•	Let each kid add to the story until everyone has had a chance to.
•	During the activity, interrupt and practice the Faith Fact: I will let Jesus write my story.
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video. Review the Faith Fact even if you can’t play the sound.

You are great storytellers! As awesome as our stories are, the best storywriter is Jesus. When we ask Him to forgive our sins and be our Best Friend, He takes our life and makes it into the greatest story that could ever be. That reminds me of our Faith Fact. Say it with me. I will let Jesus write my story. How many of you want to let Him write your story? (Group response) Amazing! Let’s all say it together. I will let Jesus write my story.

Circle 2
Activity Page Time
All Your Heart
	You Will Need
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
Getting Ready
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.



Our Faith Verse teaches us that we can trust God. In fact, we can trust God with all our heart and life, not just part of it. We can trust God with everything—even with the things that don’t make sense or scare us. When we trust God and seek Him, He will show us where to go. In our Bible story, the woman Jesus talked to discovered that she could trust God even though she had messed up and done wrong things. God wants us to trust Him completely no matter what.
•	Hand out a copy of the Small Group Activity Page, a pencil, and crayons to each kid.
On your page, there are many shapes to color, including a bunch of hearts. Every time you find a small heart, I want you to color it red. In the middle of the page, there’s a big heart. When you find all the small hearts, color the big heart. This will be a great reminder that we can trust God with the small things, the big things, and everything in between.
•	Have kids use red crayons or markers to color all the hearts.
Our Faith Verse says that God will show us the right path to take. Let’s practice that now by following the rest of the directions. Use the right colors and color the rest of the pictures.
•	Help kids read the color words next to the shapes as needed.

Circle 3
Feet-to-Floor Game Time
Fill the Bucket
	You Will Need
	•	Small buckets, one per group
	•	Small balls or paper wads, ten to fifteen per bucket
	•	Floor-safe tape
Getting Ready
	•	Tape a line on the floor about five feet from the bucket.



In our Bible story, Jesus asked a woman to give Him some water. He had been traveling and was thirsty. Jesus offered her the best gift ever—a new life in Him. She let Jesus rewrite the story of her life. That reminds me of our Faith Fact. I will let Jesus write my story. Let’s say it together as loud as we can. I will let Jesus write my story.
We have a fun game that will help us remember this Bible story and our Faith Fact. In the story, the woman filled up her bucket with water, but Jesus filled up her life with forgiveness and joy. In our game, you’ll have a chance to fill up a bucket. Everyone will stand behind this line (point to one line) and try to throw balls into our bucket. Once we get five balls into the bucket, everyone will freeze and shout the Faith Fact as loud as we can. Let’s play!
•	Allow kids to play this game as long as time allows.
That was amazing! You did a great job filling those buckets over and over again. Even though we had to keep filling up the bucket, we can trust that once we let Jesus fill our life with forgiveness and joy, we will never be empty again.

Circle 4
Hands-On Learning
Bible Story Fun
	You Will Need
	•	Small Group Hands-On Learning Page, one per kid
	•	Scissors
	•	Card stock
	•	Quart-size zipper plastic bags, one per kid
Getting Ready
	•	Print the Small Group Hands-On Learning Page on card stock, one per kid. (Two options are available: color and black/white.)
	•	Optional: Cut apart some or all of the pictures depending on the skills of your group. Put the pictures in a zipper bag for each kid.



Lizzy and Grandpa told us the Bible story in a fun way with Lizzy’s whiteboard. Let’s see how much we remember. First, we need to get the pictures ready.
•	Hand out the Small Group Hands-On Learning Page and scissors or a bag with the pictures to each kid.
•	If needed, give kids time to cut apart the pictures.
Today’s Bible story was about someone who needed Jesus. Where did Jesus meet her? (Allow responses.) What was her name? (Allow responses.) We don’t know her name, do we? One of the pictures helps us remember what this woman was doing. Can you find it?
•	Help kids add the bucket in the woman’s hand.
When Jesus met the woman at the well, she had made lots of bad choices. She wasn’t really living the way the Bible tells us to. Some people probably didn’t like her much because of that. It would have been easy for her to think that her life could never change. Maybe that’s why she looked a little sad. Can you point to her sad smile? (Group response)
Jesus talked with her, but He already knew all about her life. That’s how she knew that Jesus wasn’t just an ordinary person. She was right. Jesus told her He is the Messiah. He is the promised Savior who has come to save everyone. Isn’t that great? Jesus chose to tell this important truth to a woman who had made lots of really wrong choices. The Bible doesn’t even tell us her name.
After talking with Jesus, this woman had a choice to make. Would she let Jesus write her story or not? What did she decide? (Allow responses.) She let Jesus write her story rather than being sad because of her wrong choices or the people who didn’t like her. The Bible says she got so excited about what Jesus said that she ran back and told everyone in her town that they needed to come and meet Him. What happened? (Group response) You’re right! They all came. That means people must have been able to see the difference Jesus had made in her life. Let’s add the other pictures, so we can see a difference in her.
•	Help kids add the other pictures.
The same is true for us. When Jesus writes a story, it’s the best story ever. Jesus wants to take our life and write a much better story. We just have to decide that we will let Him. I want Jesus to write my story. How about you? (Group response)
Dismissal
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing).

•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Wait! Friends, before we go, let’s say the Faith Fact together one last time. I will let Jesus write my story. So good! I’ve had so much fun learning more about God’s Word with you. See you next time!
•	Send home the Small Group Activity Page and the Small Group Hands-On Learning activity with each kid.
•	Remind parents that there are Family Devotions available on the app to do with their kid.
•	Tell everyone the date and time for the next session.
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